the frontal areas of the brain. Habituation may therefore play an important part in what is generally described as acclimatization; this point has not always been appreciated by physiologists.
Important as habituation may be in the process of acclimatization to hot or cold environments or to high altitudes, it is not, as the author seems to suggest, the whole story. His book would have gained in value if he had been rather more objective in assessing the role of habituation. Nevertheless, in spite of reservations, physiologists and pharmacologists should read this book. London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1966 This book is more of a catalogue than a textbook and it is not always clear that the author's material, as distinctfrom the literature, is being quoted. The amount of small print makes difficult reading, and the radiology has a rather outmoded classical air about it; screening and oblique views being regarded as a routine. The reproduction of tracings and diagrams is excellent, and that of X-rays and angiocardiograms moderate. The bibliography is useful in that it has plenty of European references, although rather few from the United Kingdom. R E BONHAM CARTER Obstetrics for the Family Doctor by David Brown ppx+170 30s London: Pitman Medical 1966 Here is a book designed for the GP obstetrician before he goes on a postgraduate course in obstetrics. The Chelmsford group have for many years worked as a team both inside and outside hospital and, in accepting that beds are not available for all women in labour, emphasize that the 'outside team' is as important as the hospital team and that close liaison should be effected. This is the basis on which David Brown has organized his postgraduate instruction. The delivery of a breech or twins is of course for hospital, but the patient's own doctor is welcomed not as a visitor but as a colleague who scrubs up in theatre, or on occasions takes over the delivery under supervision. It is unfortunate that this ideal is not everywhere possible, but it makes pleasant reading to hear that Chelmsford and district have had some success in this kind of liaison. The author draws a thick red line separating hospital practice and normal domiciliary obstetrics, and this is vital especially since he commends what could be a dangerous form of treatment, i.e. buccal oxytocin, where huge doses of oxytocin can be absorbed in quite short times. This is not for the general practitioner working on his own outside hospital. Laryngoscopy for the child who does not breathe is commended -'the technique of using an infant's laryngoscope for intubation may be learnt from a consultant anwsthetist'. This, however, presents serious practical difficulties and the only proper method of learning this valuable technique is to be a house surgeon in obstetrics before proceeding to general practice and domiciliary midwifery.
I commend this book to those who wish to keep up to date with modern obstetrics. For the student it is a most readable resume of certain parts of obstetrics, particularly those which he is liable to encounter in general practice.
H C MCLAREN The general tone of the book seems to have moved a little from the descriptions of new antibiotics toward the treatment of infectious disease and the development of bacterial resistance. The need for more antibiotics is stressed, especially for use on the Gram-negative rods, which appear to be able to develop resistance very conveniently and rapidly by acquisition of resistance transfer factors. The establishment of new antibiotics is, however, much more difficult because of the numbers already available; thus the golden bullet of 1956 might be no more than a piece of lead shot if introduced in 1966.
There is a series of papers on cephaloridine, the latest antibiotic of general clinical use, and a useful symposium covers the important but often ignored field of the penetration of antibiotics into cells, tissues and the fetus. The general scope of the book is so wide that anyone with an interest in infectious diseases, antibiotics or cancer chemotherapy will find something of interest in its pages, and it will be a useful reference book.
S W B NEWSOM

Les Cholcystoses by A A Arianoff pp 401 illustrated 790 FrsB Bruxelles: Editions Arscia 1966
This monograph describes abnormalities of the gall bladder, apart from those characterized by inflammation or stone formation. It therefore deals mainly with cholesterolosis, the true and false types of polyposis and various types of diverticulosis, which it is now fashionable to call adenomyomatosis. The author gives a detailed account of the clinicopathological and radiological features of these conditions, based on a large series of patients and study of 325 cholecystectomy specimens. Variations in bacteriology and chemical constituents of the bile are also discussed. Possible etiological factors are considered in some detail, with special reference to congenital factors, pancreaticobiliary reflux and abnormalities of gall bladder motility. This is a useful new reference book for those interested in biliary pathology, but contains little information about the natural history of these peculiar lesions, the full pathological significance of which remains obscure. The illustrations are good, there are 681 references and a short English summary, but there is no index. MARTIN Many of these accounts reveal Hunter's clinical wisdom to have been far ahead of his time. For example 'p87' is accompanied by a note made by Hunter when he saw that the hepatic abscess had penetrated the diaphragm -'I enquired after his death whether he had any complaint of a pain in his shoulder. They told me he had the rheumatism pretty severely in his right shoulder ever since he had this complaint.' A good example of phrenic shoulder pain. Then the description with 'p240' shows that Hunter knew the clinical value of regularly measuring the abdomen to determine whether an abdominal tumour was increasing or diminishing. Still more important, Hunter's notes in the case of Colonel Dalrymple show that he well knew that paralysis of the intestines might closely simulate organic intestinal obstruction.
Every surgeon will agree with Sir Victor Negus's tribute to Dr Proger for fulfilling his arduous task so faithfully, and second his thanks to Miss Jessie Dobson and Professor Causey for their valuable help. It is a pleasure to note that a generous grant from the Macrae-Webb-Johnson Fund enabled this volume to be published.
ZACHARY COPE
Taylor's Principles and Practice ofMedical Jurisprudence edited by Keith Simpson MA MD FRCP FCPath DMJ Volume One pp viii+526 Volume Two pp vi +615 12th ed illustrated £12 London: J& A Churchill 1965 The latest and centenary issue of 'Taylor' marks the anniversary of the unique history of a textbook and it is disappointing that some of the illustrations are not of the quality with which the book has been associated in the past although the paper and text are excellent. In fact, some of the illustrations do not convey much information: for example, the cup and glass in Figures 50 and 52, which lose their value without colour.
The editor has performed an excellent task but it would have been wise in a book which, he correctly states, is used as a reference book in court to have made it clear that the speed of scientific advances means that it is almost impossible for any book to be up to date. This is well illustrated in Chapter 19, in which some of the techniques are outmoded; the collection of three samples (p 404) has now been legally replaced by two. So, too, if pharmaceutical products are to be included it is essential that their nomenclature is
